
















FMR31 79FMR31 courses, advisory board and donors

Events, courses  
and conferences Although the Board members’ 

institutional affiliations are 
listed below, they serve 
in an individual capacity 
and do not necessarily 
represent their institutions.

Diana Avila
Diálogo Sudamericano

Paula Banerjee
Mahanirban Calcutta 
Research Group

Nina M Birkeland
Norwegian Refugee Council/
Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre

Mark Cutts
OCHA

Henia Dakkak
UNFPA

Rachel Hastie
Oxfam GB

Khalid Koser 
Geneva Centre for 
Security Policy

Amelia Bookstein Kyazze
Save the Children UK

Erin Mooney
ProCap/UNHCR

Frances Nicholson
UNHCR

Dan Seymour
UNICEF

Richard Williams
Independent Consultant

Roger Zetter
Refugee Studies Centre

FMR International Advisory Board  

Thank you to all our donors in 2007-2008

Austrian Development 
Agency

Brookings-Bern 
Project on Internal 
Displacement

Catholic Relief Services

Charity Islamic Trust 
El Rahma

CIDA

Concern Worldwide

DanChurchAid

Danish Refugee 
Council

Department for 
International 
Development (DFID)

DFAIT Canada

DHL

Feinstein International 
Centre, Tufts University

Government of Qatar

GTZ/German Federal 
Ministry for Economic 
Co-operation and 
Development

International Centre for 
Migration, Health and 
Development

International 
Federation of Red 
Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies

International 
Organization for 
Migration, Iraq

International Rescue 
Committee

Islamic Relief

Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

Norwegian Refugee 
Council

OCHA 

Oxfam GB

Qatar Charity

RA International

Reproductive Health 
Access, Information 
and Services in 
Emergencies (RAISE) 
Initiative

Save the Children UK

Spanish Agency 
of International 
Cooperation

Swiss Agency for 
Development and 
Cooperation (SDC)

Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs

UNDP 

UNEP

UNFPA

UNHCR

UNICEF

Women’s Commission 
for Refugee Women 
and Children

World Food Programme

World Vision Australia

World Vision 
International

ZOA Refugee Care

Palestinian refugees and 
international law
25-26 October 2008  
This two-day workshop examines, within 
ahuman rights framework, the policies 
andpractices of the Middle Eastern states 
asthey impinge upon Palestinian refugees.

Harrell-Bond Lecture 2008
19 November: 5pm, University Museum, Oxford 
The Rt Hon Sir John Waite, co-chair of the UK’s 
Independent Asylum Commission, will speak 
on ‘Asylum: a new perspective’. All welcome.

Statelessness
9-11 January 2009 - dates to be confirmed

Psychosocial responses to 
�F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�F�H�G���P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q
7-8 February 2009 
This two-day workshop examines mental 
health and psychosocial support in emergency 
and protracted refugee settings.

Conference: International 
protection in a changing world
23-24 March 2009

International Summer School 
in Forced Migration
6-24 July 2009 
The summer school offers an 
intensive,interdisciplinary and participative 
approach to the study of forced migration. It 
enables people working with refugees and 
other forced migrants to reflect critically on 
the forces and institutions that dominate 
the world of the displaced. The course is 
aimed at experienced practitioners involved 
with assistance and policymaking for 
forced migrants – and graduate researchers 
specialising in the study of forced migration.

Full details of all RSC courses 
are at www.rsc.ox.ac.uk

For more information, please contact Katherine 
Salahi at katherine.salahi@qeh.ox.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1865 270723.  
Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford 
3 Mansfield Road, Oxford, OX1 3TB, UK

Journal of Refugee Studies
www.jrs.oxfordjournals.org 
Volume 21, Number 4: December 2008 
Special issue: Invisible Displacements 
Guest Editors: Tara Polzer and Laura Hammond

FMR is wholly dependent on external funding and we are 
deeply appreciative of both your financial support and your 
enthusiastic collaboration.



“The river is our life. It provides us with water, fish, 
transport and beauty. But sometimes it has brought 
us death as well, and not because of the crocodiles: 
the river has washed away whole villages.

I am in charge of the civil defence in the Waspam 
municipality. We collect information on rainfall, the 
river’s water level and the weather forecast, and inform 
our colleagues down the river Coco. We also work 
with colleagues in Honduras, where the river begins. 

When the rain starts and the water rises, we have only 
two hours to warn the folks downstream. Sometimes it’s 
a matter of half an hour. Sometimes, the rain comes fast 
and heavy. 70,000 people live along the 700 kilometres 
of the Rio Coco. We have now established a chain of 40 

radio stations that can send and receive the alarm and 
can constantly inform us on the daily precipitation. 

Yes, we are better prepared for the dangers of the river 
now. But when the hurricane comes – what can we do? 
It comes every ten years or so: Fifi in 1972, Joan in 1988, 
Mitch in 1998, Beta in 2005. We have practised and we have 
emergency plans now: the people gather in the churches, 
which are usually the sturdiest buildings, and watch the 
wind take their properties – but at least not their lives.”

Damaso Leiv 
Head of the civil defence department, Waspam, Nicaragua

From Adapting to Climate Change: Practical 
Perspectives, GTZ, 2008. Online at www.gtz.de/
en/dokumente/en-climate-adaptation.pdf

“I am the radio-operator of 
San Carlos. We report on 
the water level and rainfall 
every day and we have 
a great responsibility in 
emergencies. But the radio 
serves all kind of purposes 
now: information on prices, 
family news, appointments, 
health emergencies 
and, you know, a lot of 
jokes as well: it’s fun!”

Ilia Wellington 
Shop-keeper and 
radio-operator, San 
Carlos, Nicaragua

“If the water comes I am 
not afraid. I can swim, my 
sister can swim and we 
have a boat. But the rice 
can’t swim and my father’s 
house can’t swim either.”

Manuel Modena  
(12 years old)  
Rio Coco, Miskito 
Nation, Nicaragua

Watch the wind
Community preparedness in Nicaragua
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